
Why having a Balance is Impossible 
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Everyone wants a balance.  “I Want a great Academic institution with a fantastic sports program, 

that is within my budget within the area I want to go. I want there to be a really good balance of all 

of these.” 

Now we will talk about balance. If you want everything to match up perfectly, something has to give. 

Unless you have an unlimited budget, you don’t have any preferences in terms of location, and you 

are the perfect student and the best athlete.  

You can maybe find the perfect balance then, as you can find opportunities that suit all criteria.  

This may not make sense to you yet, but we will try to make it clear as to what we are talking about 

as we move through this episode.  

As we said, something has to give. We will talk about what we mean by this.  

• Everyone wants a balance. You want to balance everything. If you are trying to balance 

everything, something has to give. 

• Every single athlete on this program, or that is looking in to this pathway, brings with them 

something different. No two athletes are the same.  

• Now we are not just talking about athletic ability, but when you throw in their academics, 

their preferences and their budget….you can see how everyone is very different. 

• Even if you are a better soccer player for example, than someone on your team in your 

home country…does that mean you are going to go to a higher ranked soccer program? 

• Not necessarily. Because what if the other athlete has a larger budget, stronger academics 

and less preferences on location.  

• Even if your academics are the same, you both have zero preferences, if the other guys has a 

larger budget, then they will have different opportunities. Whether you are a better player 

or not.  

Using myself as an example (Jacob) as I always do. I went to a top ranked junior college. That doesn’t 

mean that every player on every team that was ranked lower than me was worse of a player than I 

was.  

It meant that the other variables may have come into play. And not just the main ones above, but 

any number of different reasons. I got recruited over this kid because the coach at my school never 

heard of this kid, or uses different methods of recruiting athletes.  

Lets just give a quick definition of what the word means and how people use the term when talking 

about the college system and their opportunities.  

Balance - an even distribution of weight enabling someone or something to remain upright and 

steady. 

So, when people say they want a balance when it comes to their college opportunities, they want 

everything to be even par basically.  

• The key here is not to have balance. You don’t want a balance because you are bringing with 

you different ‘levels’ of each variable. For example, you’re a perfect student, but an average 

athlete, with a huge budget and specific preferences on location.  



• You don’t want a balance. You want each of these ‘attributes’, we will say, to be 

complimented 

• If you want to balance them out, then something just has to give.  

If you are a great student and you want the best schools academically but you want a balance with 

your sport….Remember you are only an average athlete.  

If you want that balance, and you want to compete in your sport, you will more than likely have to 

go to a smaller school to begin with, or a junior college to try and get game time – 2 year schools.  

A school that you have never heard of, to study and to play. Are you going to be happy with that if 

you are super academic? So, like we said, something has to give. 

Balance is hard to achieve. You want a school that compliments your attributes. Whether it be 75% 

strong sports program because you are a great athlete and 25% academics because you aren’t the 

strongest student.   


