
Episode 57 - Shownotes 

Why Full Scholarships Don’t Exist 

 

First and foremost, Full scholarships do exist. But they exist like bigfoot exists. He is out there 

somewhere. He makes a noise every now and then but its very rare you get a glimpse of him.  

Head Count Sports  

• With head count sports, Head count scholarship sports are Football (DI FBS only), Basketball 

(DI men’s and women’s), Tennis (DI women only), Gymnastics (DI women only) and 

Volleyball (DI women only). 

• What that means is the team is restricted in the number of athletes that can be on 

scholarship.  

• For example, an NCAA DI FBS Football team is allowed 85 scholarships per year and they are 

only allowed to have 85 athletes on scholarship. They can’t divide that money up to give half 

scholarships to more athletes. 

• Now look, D1 football, Other than the one or two Australian punters, there will be no one 

else on a scholarship. Basketball, unless you are playing for Australia, no one. Volleyball, 

more than likely no one.  

• Those are the ‘full scholarship’ sports within head count sports. Only sports within the NCAA 

Division 1. Pretty much no one from here is getting a full scholarship in those sports.  

Equivalency Sports 

• Equivalency sports, is pretty much everything else in all divisions. 

• Equivalency scholarships mean there is no restriction on how many athletes can be on 

scholarship, but there is a limit on the number of scholarships a team can have.  

• In this scenario, a team might have 30 athletes and 15 scholarships. Rather than have 15 

athletes on scholarships and 15 athletes as walk-ons, a coach will divide the scholarships and 

all athletes could receive a half scholarship. 

• Now that is an oversimplification, but it can work like that if the coach chooses to do so.  

Coaches split their budget between their players majority of the time. Again, there are definitely 

athletes on full scholarships in these sports as well. But, they are few and far between and you had 

better be the best of the best.  

Just to reiterate Full scholarships do exist. In all sports in all divisions barring the NJCAA Division 3. 

The NCAA Division 3 don’t have athletic scholarships, but they can give full academic scholarships.  

But to receive a full scholarship in any way. You need to be the best. You need to be the best student 

and or the best athlete.  

• Are you going to get a full scholarship if you are a state league soccer player, or a local 

league basketballer. No. You wont. Can you get a partial scholarship? A lot more likely.  

• If you want a full scholarship in your first year, you had better be playing for your country or 

at a super high standard before going to the US.   

• You will see people on larger scholarships from Australia in sports where we are more 

dominant. Field hockey, Swimming, Rowers etc.  



• Australia is not the first place in the world coaches are going to be looking for Soccer players, 

or basketballers, or Ice Hockey players.  

• If they are going to give a full scholarship to an athlete in Soccer, they are going to go to 

Spain first, Brazil, the best countries in the world for that sport. Find the best there and 

Scholarship them.  

• Basketball, well the US is the first stop.  

• Ice Hockey, Canada, Russia and the US.  

• You need to understand where you are competing not only in your own country but in the 

world.  


