
Episode 48 - Shownotes 

How Do You Know If you are ready to apply for a scholarship? 

How do I know if I am ready to go to the US. That is the big question isn’t it. If you were waiting to be 

ready, I guess you will probably never go. At the end of the day its not about jumping on a plane and 

going. Our job is not to put students on planes and send them to the US.  

Our job is to give you the option to go to the US. The option to decide whether or not you want to 

go to the US.  

You can’t decide you want to go to the US before even getting offers or opportunities and starting 

the process.  

What are your options after High school:  

• You don’t have to decide right now if and when you want to go to the US because you don’t 

have to go directly after high school. There are plenty of options. 

• A lot of athletes/students will say “well I will take a gap year before I decide if I want to go. 

Or not” Chances are it will probably be too late by that stage. If you are already finished high 

school and you are looking at finding opportunities in the US on your own, then good luck to 

you.  

• The first entry point for Aussies and Kiwis is August the year after graduation. So, you pretty 

much have 8 months off anyways. How is that not a gap year? 

• If you aren’t ready to go over in that window, then you can still go over in January and take 

the full year without any punishment. You will still have your 4 years of eligibility, but you 

just need to be wary of your athletic seasons. Soccer for example, the season will already be 

done. You will be coming in midway through their academic year, everyone is already close 

and familiar with each other etc.  

Now if you still aren’t ready to go in the January window then again, that is fine. But that needs to be 

your decision. It can be to save up a little more money or the fact that you may not mentally be 

ready to go over yet.  

• Don’t ever decide not to go because you feel you aren’t ready athletically. You are. If you 

feel you aren’t ready athletically then the US is the best place for you. You will develop and 

grow much faster.  

• If you do take more time off (more than a year) and delay your entry, you may run into 

eligibility issues. So that is something you need to be cautious of. You don’t want to lose a 

year or more of eligibility. It is another option though. 

Let’s talk about the decision-making process and the actual topic of this podcast. How do I know 

when I’m ready to apply for a US College Scholarship?  

If you were waiting for that moment in time, like a little lightbulb moment that says yep time to go. 

Then you will be waiting forever. A lot of the time people will try and start the process when they 

are ready to go. Not when they are ready to apply and start searching, but when they are ready to 

leave.  

If you listen back to episode 44, how much time do you need to find a scholarship, you can’t make 

this decision to start after high school. There just is not enough time if you are going it alone.  



There is a massive difference in going to the US and receiving an offer or an opportunity. A huge 

difference.  

• Getting an offer that is completely suitable for you, so, it fits academically, you fit in 

athletically and its affordable, that’s hard.  

• But it’s even harder to actually turn that offer into jumping on the plane and heading to the 

US. The easy part is getting the offer. The hard part is making it happen 

So really, it’s not about deciding to go to the US its about deciding that you want to give yourself the 

option to go to the US. 

In the early stages of the sign on process and when looking at this opportunity, with most families 

there is always the same conversation. “Johnny, are you sure you want to do this, are you sure you 

want to go to America, is this really what you want.” 

They don’t know exactly what they want to do, they don’t know exactly who they want to be they 

are kids. So, of course you are going to get a vague answer that may not instil you with a massive 

amount of confidence.  

You need to change the way you think about this opportunity. Its not about jumping on the plane 

and going to the US. Its about giving them the option, opening another door for them, that’s what 

we want to do as parents. Open as many doors as possible for our kids.  

• I guess you need to ask yourself. Do you want options after High school or are you happy 

with options just in Australia?   


