
Episode 46 – Shownotes 

The one US College International students should never attend 

One of the main hurdles with the college recruitment process and probably the final, be all end all 

with a particular school is costs. If the school is not going to be affordable then it is not going to be a 

school that you should attend.  

Now this is usually the last thing that you find out as well.  

• So, you speak with the admissions department and the coaching staff, apply to the school 

etc, then at the end you sort of figure out what the final cost will be.  

• You can have an idea of costs by looking through the school’s website but that may not be 

final costs.  

• Let’s say you go through everything then at the end you find out its not going to be 

affordable, then there is no point going to that school. That is a school you don’t want to 

attend.  

• It is too risky, and it may eventuate in you coming home or struggling to make payments etc 

which can get pretty ugly.  

• That’s why its good to work with someone like NSR, as we do all that dog work for you. 

Making sure its going to be affordable before passing on an offer to you.  

Now costs could be high because of a few reasons.  

• So, costs may be high because that’s just the cost of the school. For example, Columbia 

University costs a lot of money to attend. It’s hard to bring costs down. So basically, it may 

be too expensive to attend the school with the school’s full costs for tuition and fees, room 

and board and meal plan.  

• Costs may be high even after a scholarship or a number of scholarships are given. For 

example, we had an athlete receive athletic money, academic scholarship, they qualified for 

in state tuition, and had the opportunity to work on campus and the costs were too high 

still.  

• Another reason costs could be high is because the coaching staff can’t offer you more or 

they aren’t willing to offer you more.  

That is a big one. You do not want to go to a school where the coach doesn’t want you.  

• No matter how much you may want to go to a particular school, if you want to go there 

more than the coaching staff want you, then you probably should go there.  

• You won’t enjoy your time. If the coaching staff is not willing to get costs down to a range 

that is going to work, then you don’t want to go there.  

• And look, even if costs are affordable, let’s say costs are very affordable without athletic 

scholarship, and you receive other forms of scholarship, if the coaching staff do not want to 

bring you on, or they aren’t recruiting someone in your position, then look, you don’t want 

to go there.  

• We have a lot of kids that want to go to particular schools, and divisions. But look, 

unfortunately, its not your choice where you go or where you get offers from.  

• Its not like here in Australia or NZ where its purely academics and you say yep, I want to go 

to Melbourne Uni or Sydney Uni or JCU then apply.  

• In the States, when you are a student athlete, you don’t make the decision, the coaching 

staff does.  



• Now just because the coaching staff says no, or they don’t want you doesn’t mean you cant 

go to that school or apply, but you wont be playing sport, and you wont enjoy it as much.  

Richo: so that’s a big one. You don’t want to go to a school where you want to go more than the 

coaching staff wants you. Its not your decision at the end of the day. You want to go where you are 

wanted. That’s where you will enjoy your time. 

(BREAK) 

Richo: Okay so we have spoken about schools that you don’t want to attend and why you wouldn’t 

want to attend them. So essentially bad offers or bad opportunities.  

Lets talk about good offers. So the opposite. Schools you should attend. So what is a good college 

offer and how do you find that offer.  

Matt: Well a good college offer is pretty much the opposite of a bad college offer haha.  

• So a school that is going to be affordable at a place where the coaching staff genuinely want 

to bring you on board.  

• Somewhere where you are going to come in and compete straight away. Whether it be 

competing for a first team spot or regular minutes or tournament time in the JV squad or 

reserves.  

• That’s what a good offer is. Now remember you wouldn’t get the offer unless you qualified 

academically for that division or school so we don’t need to go into that too much right now.  

• But if you are going it alone that’s something you need to be wary of before contacting any 

coaches. Can you even get into the school? 

Richo: Okay so how do you find that offer? How do you find that perfect opportunity?  

Matt: by relentless hard work haha.  

By sacrificing time and effort to find that opportunity. You dont share you information with one 

school or a few schools that you like then if nothing positive comes back say “well I guess its not 

meant to be”.  

• It takes a lot of effort and time to find the opportunity that is right for you.  

• You have to be extremely patient. Again, if you are going it alone you have to also have thick 

skin. Be prepared to hear no way more than you here yes.  

• Athletes on the program, you would be surprised about the amount for times we here no 

before we here a yes.  

• And a lot of the time its not because anything too negative its because it will be too 

expensive, or they aren’t recruiting someone in your position or entry year.  

• Its not often we get back “they aren’t good enough”, we do on a weekly basis but not nearly 

as much as the other two.  

Richo: the reason we don’t get that as much is because we don’t really share your information with 

places we know you aren’t good enough to compete at. For number sports, track and field, golf, 

swimming, its pretty black and white.  

For others it’s a little bit tougher so we will hear it a bit more.  

Matt: but look it takes time to find a good opportunity.  



• Now we have an example and if you follow us on facebook you may have seen this story. 

Chigozie Elkawachi.  

• It’s a good example of why “best may not be the best” so what I mean by that is, you  may 

think a particular school is best and you want to go there straight away.  

• But that may not be the best option for you. Chigozie had opportunities to go to a few large 

engineering schools to begin with but the schools weren’t going to be affordable. Coaching 

staff weren’t willing to offer large scholarship dollars to an athlete unproven on US Soil.  

• Chigozie started at a small junior college in Iowa, Hawkeye community college. He only paid 

6 grand a year for two years. 12 for everything.  

• Proved himself to those coaches and now this year is transferring to one of these big NCAA 

division 2 schools on large scholarship dollars.  

• So he wanted to go to a big NCAA school but there were stepping stones to take to make 

that option affordable. Coaches wanted him more than ever after having two great seasons 

on US soil.  

Wrap up the episode – summary 

 

 


