
Episode 39 - Shownotes 

How Good Do I Have to Be? 

How good do I have to be?  

• There are literally thousands of junior college, colleges and universities in the United States. 

There are multiple different athletic divisions, different conferences etc.  

• What I guess we all need to understand is that there are varying levels of competition within 

each division. Each division will have high athletic standards and low athletic standards.  

• We work with athletes that are extremely talented athletically, national calibre athletes, and 

we work with athletes that compete maybe more on the social level.  

• To sum it up, there are opportunities for everyone. No matter the level you compete at here 

in Australia or New Zealand.  

• So, to answer the question, how good do I have to be? Its irrelevant. There are options for 

every type of athlete.  

People’s perceptions of college can come from a variety of things and Chinese whispers is one of 

them. Ill informed people sharing information that just isn’t true about different aspects of college 

sports.  

• It’s like this big ball of confusion. People hear things from other people and they take that as 

gospel and believe it.  

• “I need to go to Ivy league otherwise whats the point?” “Why would I go to the NJCAA and 

compete, it’s like Tafe and it’s the lowest level athletically?” these are some of the concerns 

that are raised by athletes and parents on a weekly basis.   

• A lot of the time these views come from Chinese whispers.  

• Other things that may deter people from taking this pathway is the perception they may 

have on other athletes that might be taking this pathway.  

• “Well my friend Johnny is going to the US to play in College and he is terrible,” or, “I am way 

better, so I don’t want to do it If he is because it must be terrible standards.” Again, pretty 

ridiculous.  

• It sounds silly but its something that gets brought up. Not just from the athletes but parents 

as well. “My son or daughter should get a bigger scholarship than this person because they 

are better.” Well that’s not how it works. At all.  

• Its goes both ways though. We have parents and athletes contact us concerned because 

they know someone who is going to the US and they are an unbelievably talented athlete. 

Therefore, they assume that you need to be at that level or its going to be way too hard to 

get in or too expensive etc.  

“if I’m not eligible for the NCAA then it doesn’t matter, I wont go because its not worth it.”  

• Who told you this??? Where did you get that information? Because its just incorrect. 

• There are literally hundreds of athletes missing out on great opportunities in the US because 

they, or their parents have this mindset.  

• Now when we say not eligible for the NCAA division 1 we are talking about academic 

eligibility. You must be academically eligible coming out of high school to compete in the 

NCAA division 1 in your first year as a freshman.  

• Even if you were eligible, are you even a good enough athlete to compete in the NCAA 

division 1 straight away? Do you have a large budget? Because they aren’t cheap.  



• I promise you there are thousands of schools that you would attend and have a fantastic 

time at. 

If you fall in any of these 9 categories, then you will have options in the US…. 

High level athlete – High, average or low level student 

Mid Level Athlete – High, average or low level student 

Low Level Athlete - High, average or low level student 

• Really, that should be everyone, which is true, everyone has an opportunity. You just have to 

want the opportunity.   


